
Compare Your Options: Buying an Existing Home or New Home in
the Boise Area

When house hunting, one of the most significant decisions is whether to purchase a newly
constructed home or an existing one. In Boise and surrounding Treasure Valley cities,
population growth has spurred lots of new development, so homebuyers have their choice
between an old-fashioned charmer or any number of shiny, new homes in master-planned
communities. Both options come with their own set of pros and cons, but let’s take a look at
some of the major considerations.  

 Benefits of New Construction 
 Modern Amenities and Features:  

One of the most significant advantages of newly constructed homes is that they come with
the latest amenities and features. Energy Star Certified appliances, new technology, and
modern design elements can all save you money on utilities and make daily living more
comfortable. 

 Warranty and Peace of Mind: 

New homes often come with warranties that cover defects or repairs. This offers peace of
mind, knowing you won’t have to deal with significant repairs immediately after moving in.  

 Community Amenities:  

Master-planned communities often offer a wide range of amenities such as parks, walking
trails, pools, fitness centers, and community centers. These amenities contribute to a higher
quality of life and can provide opportunities for socializing and recreation that may not be
available in existing home neighborhoods. 

 Modern Energy Efficiency:  

New homes are generally more energy-efficient due to better insulation, modern HVAC
systems, and efficient appliances–helping you save money on energy bills in the long run.  

 Read More about Brighton’s Energy Star Certified Homes Recognition 

 Lower Long-term Maintenance Costs: 

With everything brand new, you won’t have to worry about maintenance and repairs for
quite some time. Some builders even include fully finished landscaping that only needs to be
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maintained to grow into beautiful, established landscaping.  

 

Potential Downsides of a New Home 
 Higher Initial Cost:  

New construction homes typically have a higher upfront cost compared to existing homes
with motivated sellers. However, the long-term savings and added value often offset this
initial investment. 

 Limited Location Choices:  

With the vibrant growth and expansion of new developments, they often emerge in up-and-
coming areas in cities such as Meridian, Kuna, Star, or Eagle. While these areas offer a
growing abundance of modern amenities, individuals with specific location preferences such
as the historic charm of the Boise Bench or the eclectic vibe of the North End may find
themselves in a dilemma over location. 

 Potential Construction Delays:  

Building a new home can sometimes take longer than expected due to weather, labor
shortages, or other unforeseen delays. This can be frustrating if you have a strict move-in
deadline. 

 

Benefits of Purchasing an Existing Home 
 Location and Established Neighborhoods:  

Existing homes allow you to choose a well-established neighborhood, which you might be
drawn to for its unique character, mature trees, or proximity to schools, parks, and
shopping centers. 

 Lower Initial Cost:  

Older homes might come with a lower price tag if the seller is motivated, or if you are
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willing to take on a few projects or repairs. This can give you more financial flexibility to
make renovations and updates to suit your taste.  

 Character and Charm:  

Some existing homes offer unique architectural details and charm indicative of the time in
which it was built. Where many modern finishes in new construction reference previous
decades architectural styles, you may desire a home with a story to tell.  

 Quicker Move-In:  

Existing homes are most often ready for immediate occupancy. If you need to move in a
hurry, this can be a significant advantage. 

 

Existing Homes: Concerns & Considerations 
 Maintenance and Repairs:  

Older homes often require more maintenance and repairs, which can add up over time. It’s
essential to consider these costs when budgeting for your new home. Beyond the surface-
level considerations of aesthetics, there are often underlying aspects that buyers may
overlook when purchasing an existing home. Issues with foundational stability, HVAC
systems, and water damage, while not immediately apparent, can emerge as significant
concerns over time. These unforeseen upgrades can quickly become costly endeavors,
requiring substantial investment to rectify. 

 Higher Utility Costs:  

Older homes may not be as energy-efficient, and upgrading them can be costly. This can
lead to higher utility bills. 

 Limited Customization:  

While you can renovate an existing home, it might be more challenging to achieve the exact
look and features you desire, compared to a newly constructed home where a team of
designers have curated a specific style that is harmonized with the character of the home. 

 Minimal or No Warranty Coverage:  
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You may have to purchase third-party warranty coverage, and you won’t have the same level
of warranty protection as when you purchase from a new home builder, so be prepared for
potential repair expenses. 

 Choosing between buying an existing home or finding a new home builder in Boise depends
on your priorities and budget. If you appreciate the character of an older home, or you’re
looking for mature trees in established neighborhoods in the center of town, or are willing
to invest in renovations, an existing home could be the right choice for you. If you value
modern design, energy efficiency, and the neighborhood amenities included in many master-
planned communities, new construction from Brighton is a great option.  

 Check Out Brighton’s New Homes in Meridian, Boise, and Surrounding Areas.  

 No matter which option you choose, Boise and its surrounding cities offer a variety of
housing options along with a wealth of opportunity and a high quality of life. 

https://www.brightonhomes-idaho.com/our-communities/

